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The event was held on February 26 at the Ramada Inn Convention Center in Cham-
paign. As in the past, the Day was cosponsored by the Illinois Lumber and Ma-
terial Dealers Association and the Department of Agricultural Engineering. Some 
eighty people attended the program this year. The emphasis was on the current 
availability and new developments in building materials. There was also a good 
discussion of construction quality, or how to put the various materials together 
into a good, functional building. 
STAFF NEWS 
Shown are the speakers at Farm Struc-
tures Day. Seated L to R: Norman Slakter, 
Litho-Strip Co.; Wendell Moore, American 
Plywood Assn.; William McGrath, Litho-
Strip Co.; and Professor Donald Jedele of 
the Department. Standing L to R are Pro-
fessors E.L. Hansen, J.O. Curtis, and 
A.J. Muehling from the Department; Douglas 
B. Bauling, Agricultural Experiment Sta-
tion; Marvin D. Hall, Cooperative Exten-
sion Service, Macomb; and E.F. Sembell, 
Illinois Lumber and Material Dealers 
Association. 
Dr. J. Kent Mitchell, Ph.D. '70, was recently elected to the Urbana-Champaign Fac-
ulty-Student Senate. 
On April 11, Dr. E.F. Olver presented a seminar in the Food Science Department on 
the subject of grain quality, stressing good management techniques. Dr. Olver 
heads processing activities in the Department. 
During the year, the Department staff demonstrated their bowling ability in a most 
impressive manner winning both the C and D Bowling League Championships. Team 1 
consisted of senior staff members with Professor Don Jedele serving as Captain. 
Team 2 was made up of junior staff, and David Kendrick was Captain. 
Dr. Donnell R. Hunt is the senior author of a new textbook entitled Farm Machinery 
Mechanisms~published by the Iowa State University Pres r e second author is 
Lester Garver, long-time agricultural engineer with the Mas on Company. 
The text is designed for students of farm and industrial ~chinery technology who 
are interested in the operation, service, elementary des1~, t ' sPiag, and applica-
tion of mechanisms. t.: •• ''::F?"'IrY 
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Professor B.J. Butler headed a group of staff and students from the Department who 
participated in the Quad Cities Section of the ASAE High School Career Day on March 2 
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in East Moline. Approximately 70 students were told about engineering education 
in general and about the training and work of the agricultural engineer. 
Professor Emeritus Ralph c. Hay was cited in Illinois Senate Resolution No. 245, 
78th General Assembly. The resolution read in part as follows: 
Resolved ... , That we conunend and congratulate Ralph Carroll. Hay for 
his outstanding record of accomplishments and achievements ••.. 
Word was received recently from Dr.. Gene c. Shove, who is spending a sabbatical 
leave at the University of Wisconsin in Madison. He states that when he returns 
he hopes to instigate work on the use of solar energy for low-temperature grain 
drying. He also plans to continue working with the use of grain preservatives 
to extend allowable drying time. 
Professor Emeritus and Mrs. Paul Bateman recently returned from a tour of Australia. 
On the evening of March 1, Professor J .A. Weber received the Paul A. Funk Recog-
nition Award from Dean Orville G. Bentley, College of Agriculture. He was the 
first agricultural engineer to be so recognized; and his colleagues agree the 
honor could not have come to a IOOre deserving, dedicated individual. furing the 
past dozen years, his work has expanded to involve research in the application 
of power to the soil, including the dynamics of tillage, traction, and earth-
moving. His work with graduate students in applying model theory to the behavior 
of agricultural soils has gained worldwide attention. 
A recent addition to the Agricultural Engineering staff is Dr. Burrie Boshoff and 
family from South Africa. Burrie is a visiting scientist, working with Professor 
Weber'· Dr. Hunt, and Dr. Siemens in the general area of corn production practices. 
He is a senior engineer in the Division of Agricultural Engineering, Department 
of Agricultural Teclmical Services, Republic of South Africa. 
Miss Anne Aller's from Kiel, Gennany is spending a few months in the Department as 
a graduate student under- the auspices of the Student Teclmical Exchange Program. 
Dr. walter D. Lembke is serving as her adviser. 
DISASTER 
In recent tornadoes, the homes of two members of the clerical staff in the De-
partment were completely daoolished. On March 4, Mr. and Mrs. (.Mary) Beimer lost 
their trailer home, which was parked along I-74 near Urbana. Mary is a Clerk 
Typist II and a relatively recent addition to the staff. A few days later, a 
tornado leveled the home of Don and Georgianna Noel at Homer Lake. Georgianna 
has been with the Department for nearly twenty years, and is presently in charge 
of the main office. The Special Events Comni tte headed by. Dr. Donald L. Day 
coordinated departmental efforts to be Qf assistance. 
STUDENT BRA~CH BANQUET 
The Levis Faculty Center was the location for the 1974 Illinois Student Branch 
Banquet on April 25. Some 120 persons attended the event, which was an honors 
and ftm night. The faculty was well "roasted," Dean Martin style, but for the 
first time this year the. staff demanded and received equal time. Professor D.R. 
Hunt as a student adviser had an interesting but exasperating preregistration 
session with a tardy,tobacco-chewing, bearded and barefooted agricultural engi-
neering StUdent· by the riaJne Of- HCJiiOO. If 
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ASAE Student Honor Awards were presented by Dr. Lanham to Dale E. Granun of Gridley, 
steven L. Groth from Armington, and James R. Steffen of Carlock. Lehmann Awards 
went to five students, with Mrs. E.W. Lehmann making the presentatio~: Robert 
A. Keller, Willow Hill; Terry L. Langley, Durand; Scott c. Miller, Industry; James 
R. Steffen, Carlock; and Leon w. Wendte, Altamont. 
The Student Wives Group under the leadership of Mrs. cindy Roley provided colorful 
decorations. Mrs. Donna Keller served as banquet chairlady. 
ALUMNI NEWS 
John A. Moery '73 is enrolled in the 190/MBA Program at the University of Chicago, 
while continuing full-t~e employment with the International Harvester Company, 
Hinsdale. 
Dr. William F. Brutsaert, M.S. '67 is an assistant professor in the Department of 
. Civil Engineering at the University of Maine in Orono. His primary duty relates 
to teaching and research in hydrology and water resources. 
George N. Clark, M.S. ' 7 2, reports wedding bells in his near future. He is pre-
sently serving in the Stress Analysis Department at Ford Tractor and Implement, 
and lives at 468 East Big Beaver No. 207, Troy., Michigan 48084. 
Manu P. Naik, M.S. '63, is a design engineer with the Manchester Machine Division 
of the Diamond International Corporation. Diamond manufactures heavy equipment 
used in the production of paper. The Naiks live at 2034 Catalpa Drive, Apartment 
E, Dayton, Ohio 45406. 
Larry Hodel, Ag Mech '70, is territory Sales Manager for the John Deere and Company, 
East MOline Branch, of Waverly, Iowa. He receives mail at 120-1/2 8th Avenue, S. 
W., Waverly, Iowa 50677. · 
Darrel G. Suhre, '54 was recently promted by The Detroit Board of Water Colllnis-
sioners to the post of Director of Engineering for the Detroit Metro Water De-
partment. Darrel has made available two very attractive, recent publications of 
the Water Department entitled "AbWl.dant Water for Southeast Michigan" and "Clean 
Water . . . A New Day for Southeast Michigan." He is active with the pollution-
control program of the Detroit Metro Water Department, and has provided leadership 
for the program since 1963. 
G.F. Sauer 'SO authored an artic1e ,in the January 21 issue of Implement and Traator, 
entitled "Stainless Steel for Equipnent." He continues his affiliation with the 
Armco Steel Corporation. 
Kenneth E. stone '58 recently passed the comprehensive written prel~inary exam-
ination in the Department of Agricultural Economics, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, with a view of completing his doctoral program in this field. 
T.H. Nirmal, M.S. '57, is proj~t coordinator for the Post Harvest Technology 
Project at the Indian Agricultural Research Institute in New Delhi. The project 
is primarily concerned with reducing the high losses of grain following harvest. 
Mr. Ninnal was recently cited by the Indian Society of Agricultural Engineers as 
follows: · 
Mr. T.H. Nirmal has been awarded the Conmendation Metal for research for 
the year 1971-72 by the ISAE for his design of several useful manual, 
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animal drawn and power operated agricultural implements for seed drilling, 
threshing and land shaping ••.. These implements are simple and have 
many new basic design features. 
The American Society of Agricultural Engineers recently a.rmounced a new program 
to honor young agricultural engineers for exceptional and outstanding achievement. 
The first awards were a.rmounced in Ag~iauZturaZ Enginee~ing for December, 1973. Of 
the four young men honored, two were Illini. Douglas L. Bosworth, M.S. '64, re-
ceived the young Designer Award. He is division engineer, disks, at the John Deere 
Plow and Planter Works in IOOline. This particular award is sponsored by the fMC 
Corporation. 
The second Illini honored was Roscoe L. Pershing, M.S. '64, Ph.D. '66, who was 
named recipient of the FIEI-sponsored Young Researcher Award. Roscoe presently 
serves as executive assistant to .the Chairman of the Board of Deere and Company. 
The citation reads in part as follows: 
His major research effort has been in mathematical/computational techniques 
to solve systems of differential equations intennediate in fonn. · Pershing 
developed this technique to analyze constraints imposed on certain var-
iables by the vehicle drive train. Conventional algorithms were inadequate 
for describing the vehicle propulsion problem. 
FROM THE NEWSLETTER FILE 
Eleven agricultural engineering students completed their Bachelor of Science Degree 
programs in August, October, and Decanber of 1973. The top salary figure was $1,050 
per month and the low . $875. Some very interesting salary data are included in a 
recent publication from the Placement Office of the College of Engineering, entitled 
":Our 1963 Graduates--Ten Years Later." Agricultural engineering graduates of 1963 
started work at an average salary of $572 per mnth. Of the eleven departments in 
the College of Engineering, this f_igure ranked tenth. However, by 1968 the aver-
age salary of our graduates was $986, ranking fifth among the College departments. 
By 1973, this figure was $1,659 per mnth, ranking fourth. 
Saturday, April 6, was Lawnmower Sunmerization Day in the Department, the annual 
money-making project for the Student Branch. Seventeen students participated 
conditioning more than 70 lawnmowers for a total net income of approximately $350. 
One of the ~rdest working participants was Professor Ralph Nave, advisor for the 
Student Branch. 
A four-minute 1V feature was shown during the AA Illinois State High School Basket-
ball Tournament of March 23, highlighting research and extension activities at the 
University in soybean production. Work in the Department relating to harvesting 
and storage damage and losses was given prominent coverage. 
Mach M. Jones, Professor Eme~itus of Agricultural Engineering, University of Mis-
'souri at Columbia, was one of four persons receiving the Missouri Honor Award for 
Distinguished Senri~e in Engineering. ''Mack," an Illini and long-time friend of 
the Department, received' his Bachelor of Science Degree in Electrical Engineering 
from the University of Illinois in 1918 • . 
It is good to be back home. 
Frank B. Lanham 
